
Agricultural Policies In Costa Rica: A
Comprehensive Guide for Sector
Stakeholders
Costa Rica's agricultural sector has undergone significant transformations
in recent years, driven by evolving economic, social, and environmental
factors. Agricultural policies play a crucial role in shaping the sector's
development and addressing the challenges it faces. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of Costa Rica's agricultural policies, drawing
insights from the OECD Food and Agricultural Reviews.
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Policy Frameworks and Institutional Arrangements

Costa Rica's agricultural policy framework is guided by several key
strategies and laws. The National Development Plan (PND) outlines the
overall vision and priorities for the sector, while the National Agricultural
Policy (PNA) provides specific objectives and guidelines for agricultural
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development. The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAG) is the
primary government agency responsible for implementing these policies.

Key Institutions Involved in Agricultural Policy

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (MAG)

National Institute of Agricultural Development (INDA)

Costa Rican Coffee Institute (ICAFE)

National Animal Health Service (SENASA)

Analysis of Key Policy Areas

Trade Policies

Costa Rica actively participates in international trade agreements, including
the Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA),the World Trade
Organization (WTO),and bilateral agreements with several countries. Trade
policies aim to promote exports of agricultural products, particularly coffee
and bananas, while reducing import costs for inputs and consumer goods.

Rural Development Policies

Rural development policies are designed to improve the quality of life in
rural areas and address issues such as poverty, inequality, and access to
services. These policies provide support for infrastructure development,
education, healthcare, and rural enterprise creation.

Sustainability and Environmental Protection

Costa Rica is renowned for its commitment to environmental protection.
Agricultural policies prioritize sustainable practices, such as conservation
tillage, integrated pest management, and agroforestry. The country has



also established protected areas to safeguard biodiversity and ecosystem
services.

Policy Impacts and Challenges

Impacts on Agricultural Sector

Increased agricultural productivity and diversification

Improved international market access for Costa Rican products

Enhanced rural development and improved living standards for
farmers

Challenges Facing Agricultural Policies

Fluctuating global commodity prices

Climate change impacts on agricultural production

Structural issues in the agricultural sector, such as small farm sizes

Costa Rica's agricultural policies have played a significant role in shaping
the sector's development and addressing key challenges. The analysis
presented in this article highlights the complexities and impacts of these
policies, providing valuable insights for policymakers, stakeholders, and
individuals interested in Costa Rica's agricultural sector. As the sector
continues to evolve, it is essential to monitor and adapt policies to ensure
sustainable and inclusive growth.
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