
Belles Soeurs: A Play by Michel Tremblay
Belles Soeurs is a play by Michel Tremblay that explores the lives of five
working-class women in Montreal's Plateau Mont-Royal neighborhood. The
play follows the women as they gather for a bingo game and share their
stories of love, loss, and friendship.
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The play was first produced in 1968 and was an instant success. It has
since been translated into more than 30 languages and has been
performed all over the world. Belles Soeurs is considered to be one of the
most important plays in Canadian theater history.

The play's characters are all complex and well-developed. Each woman
has her own unique story to tell, and Tremblay does an excellent job of
capturing their voices and experiences.

The play is also a powerful exploration of the lives of working-class women.
Tremblay shows how these women are often marginalized and ignored, but
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he also celebrates their strength and resilience.

Belles Soeurs is a must-read for anyone interested in Canadian theater or
in the lives of working-class women. It is a powerful and moving play that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.

Characters

The play's five main characters are:

Germaine Lauzon: A young woman who is pregnant with her first child.

Rose Ouimet: Germaine's mother-in-law. She is a strong-willed woman
who is determined to make sure that her family is taken care of.

Linda Lauzon: Germaine's sister-in-law. She is a free-spirited woman
who is always looking for a good time.

Marie-Ange Brouillette: Linda's best friend. She is a kind and gentle
woman who is always there for her friends.

Pierrette Guérin: A neighbor who is always gossiping about the other
women in the neighborhood.

Themes

The play explores a number of themes, including:

The lives of working-class women

The importance of family and friendship

The power of gossip

The search for meaning in life



Setting

The play is set in the Plateau Mont-Royal neighborhood of Montreal. The
neighborhood is a working-class area that is home to a number of French-
Canadian families.

Style

The play is written in a realistic style. Tremblay uses simple language and
everyday speech to capture the voices of his characters.

Reception

The play was an instant success when it was first produced in 1968. It has
since been translated into more than 30 languages and has been
performed all over the world. Belles Soeurs is considered to be one of the
most important plays in Canadian theater history.

The play has been praised for its realistic portrayal of working-class life, its
strong characters, and its powerful themes. It has also been criticized for its
use of vulgar language and for its bleak portrayal of life.

Legacy

Belles Soeurs has had a significant impact on Canadian theater. The play
helped to establish a new wave of Canadian theater that was more realistic
and more focused on the lives of ordinary people. The play also helped to
raise awareness of the lives of working-class women.

Belles Soeurs is a must-read for anyone interested in Canadian theater or
in the lives of working-class women. It is a powerful and moving play that
will stay with you long after you finish reading it.
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