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In a world where technology often dominates children's lives, it's more
important than ever to connect them with nature. Nature-based inquiries
provide a powerful way to do just that, igniting children's curiosity and
fostering their love of learning.

Nature-based inquiries are learning experiences that take place outdoors in
natural environments. They allow children to explore their surroundings,
ask questions, and make discoveries on their own. This type of learning is
highly engaging and motivating for children, as it taps into their natural
curiosity and desire to explore.

There are many benefits to using nature-based inquiries in early childhood
education. These benefits include:
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Increased curiosity and exploration: Nature-based inquiries provide
children with opportunities to explore their surroundings and ask
questions about the natural world. This helps to develop their curiosity
and encourages them to learn more about the world around them.

Enhanced problem-solving skills: Nature-based inquiries often
involve solving problems, such as how to build a shelter or how to
cross a stream. This helps children to develop their critical thinking
skills and learn how to solve problems independently.

Improved language and literacy skills: Nature-based inquiries
provide children with opportunities to talk about their experiences and
observations. This helps them to develop their language and literacy
skills.

Increased physical activity: Nature-based inquiries take place
outdoors, which provides children with opportunities to get physical
activity. This is important for their health and well-being.

Greater environmental awareness and stewardship: Nature-based
inquiries help children to develop an appreciation for the natural world
and a desire to protect it. This is important for the future of our planet.

Incorporating nature-based inquiries into your teaching or parenting
practices is easy. Here are a few tips:

Start small: Don't try to do too much at once. Start with simple
activities that are appropriate for your child's age and abilities.

Follow your child's lead: Pay attention to what your child is
interested in and curious about. This will help you to choose activities
that are engaging and motivating for them.



Provide opportunities for play: Play is a natural way for children to
learn and explore. Make sure to provide your child with plenty of
opportunities to play outdoors in nature.

Ask open-ended questions: Ask your child questions that encourage
them to think and explore. For example, "What do you notice about the
leaves on this tree?" or "How do you think this rock got here?"

Be patient: It takes time for children to develop their curiosity and
exploration skills. Be patient and provide them with plenty of
opportunities to learn and grow.

Nature-based inquiries are a powerful way to ignite children's curiosity and
foster their love of learning. By incorporating these inquiries into your
teaching or parenting practices, you can help your child to develop
important skills and knowledge that will benefit them throughout their lives.

Additional Resources

NAEYC: Outdoor Play

NRDC: Connecting Kids to Nature Key to Healthier, Happier Future

Edutopia: Bring Nature into the Classroom With Nature-Based
Learning
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