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SESOUICENTENNIAL ANTHOLOGY

In her captivating collection, Nebraska Poems, Sundari Venkatraman
invites readers to embark on a poetic journey through the heart of the Great
Plains. With lyrically evocative verse and a keen eye for detail,
Venkatraman paints a rich tapestry of the land, its people, and the intricate
web of life that binds them.

Nebraska, a state often overlooked in the vast expanse of the American
Midwest, becomes a vibrant and multifaceted muse in Venkatraman's
hands. Through her words, we encounter the sprawling grasslands, the
towering bluffs, and the meandering rivers that shape the state's unique
landscape.
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But Venkatraman's poems extend beyond mere descriptions of the natural
world. She delves into the lives of the people who call Nebraska home,
capturing their resilience, their struggles, and their deep connection to the
land. In "Nebraska Farmer," she paints a vivid portrait of a man whose life
is intertwined with the soil he cultivates:

“He knows the land like a lover,
Every contour, every whim,
From the rise of the wheat fields

To the fall of the corn.”

In "Sandhill Cranes," she celebrates the beauty and fragility of the
migratory birds that pass through Nebraska each year:

“Like threads of silver,
They stitch the sky,
A tapestry of wings

Against the blue.”



Venkatraman's keen observations extend to the smallest details of the
natural world. In "Cottonwood Tree," she captures the essence of a single
tree that stands alone in a field:

“A sentinel in the wind,
Its leaves a symphony of whispers.
Roots deep in the earth,

Reaching for the heavens.”

Throughout her collection, Venkatraman weaves together personal
reflections, historical narratives, and scientific observations, creating a
multilayered and thought-provoking exploration of the Great Plains. Her
poems resonate with a deep sense of place and time, capturing the
essence of a region that is both vast and intimate.

Nebraska Poems is not only a celebration of the state but also a meditation
on the human condition. Venkatraman's poems explore themes of identity,
belonging, and the search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. In
"Prairie Song," she writes:

“I am a child of the prairie,

Born of its open sky,



Raised by its whispering winds.
I carry the vastness within me,
A song of solitude and longing

That echoes in my heart.”

With its evocative language, stunning imagery, and thought-provoking
themes, Nebraska Poems is a must-read for anyone interested in the
beauty and complexity of the Great Plains. Sundari Venkatraman's lyrical
voice invites us to see the world with fresh eyes, to appreciate the intricate
connections that bind us to our surroundings, and to find solace and
inspiration in the rhythms of nature.

Free Download Your Copy Today!
Nebraska Poems is available in paperback and ebook formats from all
major retailers. Free Download your copy today and embark on a poetic
journey into the heart of the Great Plains.

= QOur Book Library

= Barnes & Noble

= IndieBound

= Bookshop.org



About the Author

Sundari Venkatraman is an award-winning poet, essayist, and professor of
English at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her work has appeared in
numerous literary journals and anthologies, including The American Poetry
Review, The Southern Review, and Best American Poetry.

Venkatraman is a recipient of the 2022 Nebraska Book Award for Poetry
and the 2021 Prairie Schooner Book Prize in Poetry. She lives in Lincoln,
Nebraska, with her husband and two children.
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