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Excerpt from "The Stranded Rider" by Tony Fitzpatrick

“I’ve never seen Chicago like this before,” he said, as we passed a building
with boarded-up windows and a “For Rent” sign that looked like it had been
there a long time. “It’s like a ghost town.”

“It is a ghost town,” I said. “At least, parts of it are. The Loop is pretty much
empty. The Magnificent Mile too. All the tourists are gone.”

“I know,” he said. “I’ve been watching the news. It’s crazy. I never thought
I’d see anything like this in my lifetime.”

We drove in silence for a while. The city passed by in a blur of empty
streets and closed stores.

“I wonder what’s going to happen,” he said finally.

“I don’t know,” I said. “I just hope it doesn’t get any worse.”

Critical Acclaim for Stories from Chicago Cab

"A captivating and diverse collection that captures the essence of Chicago's
past, present, and future. These stories offer a unique window into the city's
heart and soul." - Chicago Tribune

"A must-read for anyone who loves Chicago or is interested in urban
narratives. These stories are full of life, laughter, and heartbreak, and they



paint a vivid portrait of a city that is constantly reinventing itself." - The New
York Times

"A powerful and moving collection that gives voice to the everyday heroes
and unsung characters of Chicago. These stories will stay with you long
after you finish reading them." - The Guardian
Meet the Authors

Tony Fitzpatrick is a Chicago-based journalist and author. His work
has appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The
Guardian.

Celeste Ng is the bestselling author of Little Fires Everywhere and
The Silent Patient. She grew up in Chicago and currently lives in
Massachusetts.

Paul Beatty is the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Sellout. He
was born in New York City but has lived in Chicago for many years.

Sandra Cisneros is the author of the critically acclaimed novel The
House on Mango Street. She is a native of Chicago and currently lives
in Texas.

Alex Kotlowitz is the author of There Are No Children Here and The
Other Side of the River: A Story of Two Towns, a Death, and America's
Dilemma. He has been a Chicago resident for over 30 years.
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