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The administrative state is a term used to describe the vast network of
federal agencies, boards, and commissions that exercise significant power
over American life. These agencies are responsible for everything from
regulating the economy to protecting the environment to providing social
welfare benefits.

The administrative state has been the subject of intense debate in recent
years. Critics argue that it is too powerful and unaccountable to the people.
They say that agencies often make decisions that are arbitrary, capricious,
and harmful to the public interest.
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Defenders of the administrative state argue that it is essential for regulating
the complex modern economy and protecting the public from harm. They
say that agencies are subject to a variety of checks and balances, including
judicial review and congressional oversight.

The debate over the administrative state is likely to continue for many years
to come. The Supreme Court has played a major role in this debate, and its
decisions have had a significant impact on the shape of the administrative
state.

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the history of the
administrative state, the legal challenges it has faced, and the key
Supreme Court decisions that have shaped its development.

The administrative state has its roots in the late 19th century, when
Congress began to delegate more and more power to agencies to regulate
the economy and protect the public. This delegation of power was driven by
a number of factors, including the increasing complexity of the economy,
the rise of new technologies, and the growing population of the United
States.

The first major agency to be created was the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC),which was established in 1887 to regulate the railroad
industry. In the years that followed, Congress created a number of other
agencies, including the Federal Trade Commission (FTC),the Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC),and the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC).

These agencies were given broad powers to investigate, regulate, and
enforce the law. They were also given the power to make decisions that



had a significant impact on the lives of Americans.

The growth of the administrative state accelerated during the New Deal
era, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt created a number of new
agencies to help implement his economic recovery plan. These agencies
included the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB),the Social Security
Administration (SSA),and the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA).

After World War II, the administrative state continued to grow, as Congress
created new agencies to address a wide range of issues, including
environmental protection, consumer protection, and workplace safety.

The administrative state has faced a number of legal challenges over the
years. Critics have argued that agencies are too powerful and
unaccountable to the people. They say that agencies often make decisions
that are arbitrary, capricious, and harmful to the public interest.

One of the most important legal challenges to the administrative state was
the case of Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council,
Inc. (1984). In this case, the Supreme Court held that courts must defer to
the interpretation of statutes by agencies if the interpretation is reasonable.
This decision gave agencies a great deal of power to interpret the laws that
they enforce.

Another important legal challenge to the administrative state was the case
of Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010). In this case, the
Supreme Court held that corporations have the same First Amendment
rights as individuals. This decision gave corporations the right to spend
unlimited amounts of money on political campaigns.



These are just two of the many legal challenges that the administrative
state has faced over the years. The debate over the administrative state is
likely to continue for many years to come.

The Supreme Court has played a major role in the development of the
administrative state. The Court has ruled on a number of important cases
that have shaped the way that agencies operate.

Some of the most important Supreme Court decisions on the administrative
state include:

Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
(1984): This decision held that courts must defer to the interpretation of
statutes by agencies if the interpretation is reasonable.

Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (2010): This
decision held that corporations have the same First Amendment rights
as individuals.

King v. Burwell (2015): This decision upheld the Affordable Care Act's
provision that allows subsidies for health insurance to be provided
through federal exchanges.

NFIB v. Sebelius (2012): This decision struck down the Affordable
Care Act's provision that required states to expand Medicaid eligibility.

These are just a few of the many Supreme Court decisions that have
shaped the development of the administrative state. The Court will continue
to play a major role in this debate for many years to come.



The administrative state is a complex and controversial topic. There are
strong arguments both for and against its existence. The Supreme Court
has played a major role in shaping the development of the administrative
state, and its decisions will continue to have a significant impact on its
future.

This guide has provided a comprehensive overview of the administrative
state, its history, its legal challenges, and the key Supreme Court decisions
that have shaped its development. I hope that this guide has helped you to
better understand this important topic.
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