
The Complete Guide to the Primary Grades
Traits of Writing
Writing is a complex skill that takes time and practice to develop. In the
primary grades, students are just beginning to learn the basics of writing.
They are learning how to form letters, spell words, and put sentences
together. But even at this early stage, there are certain traits that can be
used to assess a student's writing.
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The primary grades traits of writing are a set of six criteria that can be used
to evaluate a student's writing. These traits are:

Ideas and Content

Organization

Voice

Word Choice
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Sentence Fluency

Conventions

These traits are important because they provide a way to measure a
student's progress as a writer. They can also be used to identify areas
where a student needs additional support.

Understanding the Primary Grades Traits of Writing

Each of the primary grades traits of writing is important in its own way. Here
is a brief overview of each trait:

Ideas and Content

This trait assesses the quality of the student's ideas and the way they are
organized. A student with strong ideas and content will have a clear focus
and will be able to develop their ideas in a logical way.

Organization

This trait assesses the way the student organizes their writing. A student
with strong organization will be able to create a clear and coherent
structure for their writing.

Voice

This trait assesses the student's ability to express their own unique
perspective in their writing. A student with a strong voice will be able to
write in a way that is engaging and interesting.

Word Choice



This trait assesses the student's ability to use language effectively. A
student with strong word choice will be able to use words that are precise
and meaningful.

Sentence Fluency

This trait assesses the student's ability to write sentences that are smooth
and easy to read. A student with strong sentence fluency will be able to
write sentences that flow well together.

Conventions

This trait assesses the student's ability to use the conventions of writing,
such as grammar, punctuation, and spelling. A student with strong
conventions will be able to write in a way that is clear and error-free.

Assessing Student Writing

The primary grades traits of writing can be used to assess student writing in
a variety of ways. One way is to use a writing rubric. A writing rubric is a set
of criteria that can be used to evaluate a student's writing. Each criterion is
given a score, and the scores are then added together to give a total score.

Another way to assess student writing is to use a portfolio. A portfolio is a
collection of a student's writing samples. The portfolio can be used to track
a student's progress over time and to identify areas where the student
needs additional support.

Using the Primary Grades Traits of Writing in Instruction

The primary grades traits of writing can be used in instruction to help
students improve their writing. One way to do this is to use the traits as a



basis for writing lessons. For example, a teacher could teach a lesson on
how to develop ideas and content by using brainstorming and outlining
techniques.

Another way to use the traits in instruction is to provide students with
feedback on their writing. When providing feedback, teachers should focus
on the specific traits that the student needs to improve. For example, a
teacher could provide feedback on a student's organization by suggesting
that the student use more transition words to help the reader follow the flow
of the writing.

The primary grades traits of writing are a valuable tool for assessing and
improving student writing. By understanding these traits and using them in
instruction, teachers can help their students become successful writers.
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