
The Third Avenue El Demolition: A Bronx Tale
of Progress and Preservation
Prelude: The Rise and Fall of the Third Avenue El

The Third Avenue El, an iconic elevated railway, once traversed the vibrant
tapestry of New York City's Bronx borough. As one of the city's earliest and
most extensive elevated transit systems, it played a pivotal role in shaping
the urban landscape and connecting communities. However, by the mid-
20th century, the El had fallen into disrepair and faced mounting pressure
for demolition.

The decision to demolish the Third Avenue El was a complex one, fraught
with historical significance and practical considerations. While the El had
outlived its usefulness as a primary mode of transportation, its architectural
and historical value sparked a preservation movement. Advocates argued
that the El embodied the spirit of the Bronx, serving as a testament to its
industrial past and architectural innovation.
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Chapter 1: Demolition Commences at 149th Street

In the spring of 1955, the wrecking ball descended upon the Third Avenue
El at 149th Street, signaling the start of its demolition. As the iconic
structure crumbled, it heralded a new chapter in the Bronx's urban
landscape. The removal of the El brought about significant changes, both
positive and negative.
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On the one hand, the demolition improved traffic flow and enhanced the
visual aesthetics of the neighborhood. The removal of the elevated tracks
allowed for wider streets and increased sunlight exposure. On the other
hand, the loss of the El disrupted the established transportation network,
affecting the daily lives of commuters and residents alike.

Chapter 2: Progress and Preservation in Mott Haven

The Mott Haven community fought to preserve a section of the Third Avenue El,
resulting in the creation of El Barrio.

As the demolition progressed northward, the Mott Haven community
emerged as a beacon of preservation efforts. Recognizing the historical
and cultural significance of the El, residents rallied to save a portion of the
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structure. Their tireless advocacy led to the creation of El Barrio, a vibrant
cultural and artistic space that celebrated the legacy of the Third Avenue El.

El Barrio became a symbol of the community's determination to preserve
its heritage while embracing progress. It housed art studios, performance
spaces, and community gardens, transforming the former railway into a
thriving hub of creativity and cultural exchange.

Chapter 3: The Finale: Tremont Avenue and Beyond

The demolition of the Third Avenue El culminated at Tremont Avenue,
where the final section of the elevated tracks came down in 1973. This
event marked the end of an era for the Bronx, as the El had served as a
vital artery connecting the borough's neighborhoods for nearly a century.
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The legacy of the Third Avenue El remains a testament to the
transformative power of infrastructure and the delicate balance between
progress and preservation. While its physical presence is gone, its impact
on the Bronx continues to shape the borough's identity and urban fabric.

Epilogue: A Bronx Landmark Reimagined

The Third Avenue Bridge, once part of the El, now serves as a pedestrian walkway,
connecting the Bronx and Manhattan.

Today, remnants of the Third Avenue El can still be found throughout the
Bronx, serving as poignant reminders of its past. The Third Avenue Bridge,
once a vital part of the El, now stands as a pedestrian walkway, gracefully
connecting the Bronx and Manhattan. Other sections of the El have been
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repurposed as public art installations, preserving their architectural heritage
while creating new urban experiences.

The story of the Third Avenue El Demolition in the Bronx is a chronicle of
progress, preservation, and the enduring spirit of a community. It is a tale
that weaves together the threads of urban history, architectural legacy, and
the ongoing evolution of one of New York City's most dynamic boroughs.

As you explore the Bronx today, take a moment to reflect on the legacy of
the Third Avenue El. Its absence is a reminder of the constant evolution of
our cities, while the remnants that remain serve as a testament to the
enduring power of history and the indomitable spirit of preservation.

Call to Action

If you are fascinated by the story of the Third Avenue El and its demolition, I
highly recommend delving deeper into this captivating chapter of Bronx
history. Join a guided tour, explore the El Barrio cultural center, or simply
take a walk along the Third Avenue Bridge, where you can feel the echo of
the past amidst the vibrant present. Each encounter with the legacy of the
Third Avenue El offers a unique opportunity to appreciate the interplay of
progress and preservation that has shaped the Bronx into the vibrant
borough it is today.

Additional Resources

The Third Avenue El (New York City Department of City Planning)

The Last of the Third Avenue El Is Coming Down (The New York
Times)

El Barrio's Artspace PS109 (El Barrio cultural center)



Third Avenue Bridge (Bronx Historical Society)
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