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Nestled along the shores of the Potomac River, Mount Vernon stands as a
living testament to the life and legacy of George Washington, the revered
father of our nation. This sprawling estate, encompassing over 8,000 acres,
was the beloved home to Washington for over four decades, serving as a
stage for pivotal moments in American history.
From its humble beginnings as a tobacco plantation in 1754, Mount Vernon
underwent a remarkable transformation under Washington's ownership.
With the assistance of master builder John Ariss, he expanded the original
one-and-a-half-story wooden dwelling into a magnificent 21-room mansion
of Palladian-style architecture.
Exploring the Mansion's Grandiose Interior
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Stepping into the Mount Vernon mansion is akin to stepping back in time.
The meticulously restored interior transports visitors to the 18th century,
offering an intimate glimpse into Washington's daily life and the grandeur of
his surroundings.
The spacious rooms are adorned with original furnishings, decorative arts,
and personal belongings, giving a palpable sense of the family's presence.
From the grand Dining Room, where Washington hosted lavish banquets,
to the intimate Library, where he pursued his intellectual interests, each
space tells a unique story.
Strolling Through the Captivating Gardens



Beyond the mansion, Mount Vernon boasts breathtaking gardens that
showcase Washington's horticultural passions. The formal Boxwood
Garden, with its intricate geometric patterns, stands as a testament to his
classical tastes.
The Flower Garden blooms with a riot of colors from spring to fall, while the
Kitchen Garden provides insights into the estate's agricultural operations.
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Visitors can wander through shaded walks, admiring the diverse flora and
absorbing the tranquility of these serene surroundings.
Confronting the Legacy of Slavery

While Mount Vernon serves as a symbol of American history, it also bears
the weight of a complex legacy. The estate was deeply intertwined with the
institution of slavery, with hundreds of enslaved Africans forced to labor on
the plantation.
Today, Mount Vernon actively confronts this history. Reconstructed slave
quarters offer visitors a glimpse into the harsh realities of enslaved life. The
estate's ongoing research and interpretation programs aim to shed light on
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the plight of these individuals and their contributions to Washington's
success.
Mount Vernon: A Living Legacy

Mount Vernon stands not only as a historical landmark but as a living
legacy of George Washington's ideals and the nation he helped to forge.
Visitors from around the world flock to this hallowed ground to experience
firsthand the grandeur of his estate and to delve into the rich tapestry of
American history.
Guided tours, engaging exhibitions, and immersive programs bring the
stories of Mount Vernon to life. Through these experiences, visitors gain a
deeper understanding of the man who shaped the course of a nation and
the enduring legacy he left behind.
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Plan Your Visit to Mount Vernon

Embark on an unforgettable journey through the history and grandeur of
Mount Vernon. Plan your visit today and discover the captivating stories
that unfold within these hallowed grounds.

Book your tickets here
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